GEAUGA COUNTY SHERIFE'S OFFICIE

Dan McClelland, Sheriff

12450 Merritt Road ® Chardon, Ohio 44024-9010
Phone: 440-279-2009 e Fax: 440-286-3251
E-Mail: geaugaso@co.geauga.oh.us

The Geauga County Sheriff’s Office, is pleased to provide a free, secured collection site
where residents can bring their unwanted medications for safe disposal. The items that
can be dropped off are unwanted and expired prescriptions, over the counter pain
relievers and medications, pet medications, vitamins, or any other medications that need
safe disposal.

This effort was developed after the success of “Operation Medicine Cabinet” where the
Sheriff’s Office, in cooperation with the Drug Enforcement Administration, received the
fourth highest amount of medications collected in Ohio in October 2011. Geauga County
Sheriff, Daniel McClelland saw that there was a need to address the concerns about
unused prescription and non-prescription medications in the homes of the residents of
Geauga County.

This concern is highlighted with seven (7) million Americans abusing controlled
substances. This number is greater than the number of Americans abusing illegal drugs
such as Heroin or Cocaine. Prescription pain relievers are now the new drug of choice
over Marijuana and these pain killers cause more overdose deaths than Cocaine.
Removal of these unwanted items from our homes will help in reducing drug abuse and
accidental poisoning.

By removing the unwanted medications from our homes and dropping them off at the
Sheriff’s Office secured location, we can also reduce the amount of unwanted
medications in our water system. For years medications were washed down the drain.
Now these medications are being found in our water system, rivers and streams.

Before dropping off unwanted medications residents should remove or black out their
personal information. Medications should be left in their original container. The drop off
site is NOT equipped to received liquids or needles or syringes. Prohibited items will be
received during the drug take back program that should occur twice in 2012. These dates
will be announced.

The well marked drug drop box is located in the lobby of the Geauga County Sheriff’s
Office at 12450 Merritt Drive. There are no forms to fill out or information to provide,
just place the unwanted medication in the box. The Sheriff’s Office is in operation 24
hours a day, seven days a week.

Mission Statement: It is the mission of the Geauga County Sheriff’s Office to serve the Courts and the people of Geauga County in
the most efficient and equitable way possible, providing, where appropriate, Law Enforcement Patrol,
Corrections (Jail), Communications, Records, Investigations and Civil Process Services.




